RKYHS Summer Torah Learning 2010

Incoming Grades 9/10
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“The word of the Torah shall not leave your mouth, you shall delve into it day and night”
(Yehoshua 1:8)

The mitzvah of Talmud Torah is one that is continuous throughout or lives. While the
summer is a time to relax outside of regular school setting - it is also a wonderful chance
to be able to learn and continue to grow in your Talmud Torah.

Masechet Rosh Hashanah - 73277 WX NoON

Incoming Freshman - Perek 'x

Incoming Sophomores
Honors — Perekim '2 and '3
College Prep./ Academic - Perek "

Please learn the mishnayot well, with a focus on being able to read
and translate the text well.

Assessment — During the first week of school, students will be given selected
mishnayot from the(se) perek(im) and be asked to translate and explain these
sections.

Text: The mishnayot of Masechet Rosh Hashana are available at local Jewish
book stores. In addition, the mishnayot along with an English Translation will
be available for download from the school website.

Additional Learning — Every summer RKYHS students volunteer to learn sections
of Tanach so that together we finish all of Tanach. Please sign up to be part of this
special program

Have a Great Summer — 252 y5?
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“The word of the Torah shall not leave your mouth, you shall delve into it day and night”
(Yehoshua 1:8)

The mitzvah of Talmud Torah is one that is continuous throughout or lives. While the
summer is a time to relax outside of regular school setting - it is also a wonderful chance
to be able to learn and continue to grow in your Talmud Torah.

Masechet Rosh Hashanah - 7177 WX No0ON

Incoming Juniors and Seniors

Honors — nooni 93
College Prep./ Academic —'7 '3 2’p7

Please learn the mishnayot well, with a focus on understanding
well the concepts and ideas taught in them.

Assessment — During the first week of school, you will be asked questions on your
understanding of the mishnayot and the halachot and ideas that are taught in them.

Text: The mishnayot of Masechet Rosh Hashana are available at local Jewish
book stores. In addition, the mishnayot along with an English Translation will be
available for download from the school website.

Additional Learning — Every summer RKYHS students volunteer to learn sections

of Tanach so that together we finish all of Tanach. Please sign up to be part of this
special program

Have a Great Summer - 2% y5»
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There are four New Years: on the first of Nisan the New Year for kings and for Festivals; on
the first of Elul the New Year for the tithe of animals. Rabbi Eleazar and Rabbi Shimon say, On
the first of Tishrei: on the first of Tishrei the New Year for years and for the shemitin and for
the Yovalot, for the planting and for the vegetables; on the first of Shevat the New Year for
the tree, according to Bet Shammai. Bet Hillel say, on the fifteenth thereof.
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The world is judged at four periods: on Pesah for the produce; on Atzeret for the fruits of the
tree; on Rosh Hashanah all the inhabitants of the world pass before Him like flocks of sheep,
as it is written, "He that fashioned the hearts of them all [yahad], Who understands all their
doings" (Ps. 33:15); and on the Festival they are judged for water.
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On six months the messengers go forth : on Nisan, because of Pesah; on Av, because of the
fast; on Elul because of Rosh Hashanah; on Tishrei, because of the determination of the holy
day; on Kislev, because of Hanukkah; and on Adar because of Purim. And when the Temple

was in existence, they went forth also on lyar, because of Pesah Katan.
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For two months they violate the Shabbat: for Nisan and for Tishrei, for in them the
messengers went forth to Syria, and by them they determined the holy days; and when the
Temple was in existence, they violated for all of them, because of the determination of the
sacrifice.
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Whether it was seen clearly, or it was not seen clearly, they violate the Shabbat on it. Rabbi
Yose says, If it was clearly visible, they do not violate the Shabbat on it.
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It once happened that more than forty pairs passed, and Rabbi Akiva detained them in Lod.
Rabban Gamliel sent to him, If you detain the many, you cause them to sin in the future.

Since kiddush ha-hodesh is dependent upon witnesses, this and the next mishnah teach which
witnesses are eligible to testify regarding the new moon. This mishnah discusses the case of
witnesses who are relatives.
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If a father and his son saw the New Moon, they go, not that they are paired together, but if
one of them is disqualified, the second one will join with another. Rabbi Shimon says, A father
and his son, and all the relatives, are eligible for the testimony of the New Moon. Rabbi Yose
said, It once happened that Tovia the Physician saw the New Moon in Jerusalem, he and his
son and his freed servant, and the priests accepted him and his son, but they disqualified his
servant. And when they came before the Court, they accepted him and his servant, and they
disqualified his son.
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And these are the ineligible: the player with the kubiya, loaners for interest, fliers of
pigeons, and dealers in shevi'it, and servants. This is the general rule: any testimony
which the woman is ineligible to give, they are also ineligible to give.
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If a person saw the New Moon and is unable to walk, they bring him on a donkey, or even on
a bed; and if any lie in wait for them, they take sticks in their hands; if the way is long, they
take food in their hands, because for a journey lasting a night and a day they may violate the
Shabbat, and they go forth to give testimony about the New Moon, as it is written, "These are
the appointed seasons of the Lord...which you shall proclaim in their appointed season" (Lev.
23:4).
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This mishnah continues to teach the law of the witnesses to the New Moon and their
reliability.
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If they do not know him, they send another with him to testify about him. Originally they
accepted testimony of the New Moon from any man; after the sectarians' evil practices, they
enacted that they should accept only from those they knew.
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Originally they would light flares; after the Cutheans' evil practices, they enacted that
messengers should go forth.
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How did they light the flares? They brought long poles of cedar-wood, and reeds and shemen
wood, and chips of flax, and he tied together with rope, and he went up to the top of the hill

and he set fire to them, and he waved to and fro and he raised and lowered until he saw his

fellow doing likewise on the top of the second hill, and so, too, on the top of the third hill.
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And from where did they light the flares? From the Mount of Olives to Sarteba, and from
Sarteba to Agrippina, and from Agrippina to Havran, and from Havran to Bet Biltin; and
from Bet Biltin they did not move, but he waved to and fro and he raised and lowered
until he would see the whole of the Diaspora before him like a mass of fire.
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There was a large courtyard in Jerusalem which was called bet Ya'zek, and all the
witnesses would gather there, and the Court would examine them there. And they would
make big meals for them, so that they should make it their habit to come.
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Originally they would not move from there the entire day; Rabban Gamliel the Elder
enacted that they might walk two thousand amot in any direction. And not only these, but
also the midwife who comes to assist in a delivery, and the person who comes to save
from a fire or from troops, or from the river, or from a collapsed building, all these are as
the people of the city, and have two thousand amot in any direction.
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How do they examine the witnesses? The pair that came first, they examine first, and they
bring in the elder among them, and they say to him, "Tell us, how did you see the moon,
facing the sun or behind the sun? To the north of it or to the south of it? How high was it and
in which direction was it leaning? And how wide was it?" If he said, "Facing the sun," he said
nothing. And afterwards they would bring in the second and they examine him. If their words
were found to correspond, their testimony stood. And all the other pairs, they ask them the
main points, not that they required them, but so that they would not go away disappointed,
and that they should make it their habit to come.

This mishnah is the continuation of the preceding mishnah. It deals with the procedure of
kiddush ha-hodesh after the eyewitnesses had been examined by the Court, and their
testimony had been found to be correct and to coincide.
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The head of the Court says, "It is sanctified!" And all the people answer after him, "It is
sanctified, it is sanctified!" Whether it was seen at its proper time, or whether it was not



seen at its proper time, they sanctify it. Rabbi Eleazar ben Zadok says, If it was not seen
at its proper time, they do not sanctify it, for Heaven has already sanctified it.
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Rabban Gamliel had illustrations of the shapes of the moon on a tablet and on the wall in
his upper chamber, which he showed to the simple, and he said, "Did you see like this, or
like this? It once happened that two came and said, "We saw it in the east in the morning
and in the west in the evening." Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri said, "They are false
witnesses!" When they came to Yavneh, Rabban Gamliel accepted them. And other two
came and said, "We saw it at its proper time, and on the night preceding the added day it
was not seen”; and Rabban Gamliel accepted them. Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas said, "They
are false witnesses! Can they testify about a woman that she gave birth, and on the
morrow her belly is between her teeth?” Rabbi Yehoshua said to him, | approve your
words.

This mishnah is the continuation of the preceding mishnah. It relates that when Rabban
Gamliel learned that his colleague Rabbi Yehoshua disagreed with him in the matter of
witnesses who said, "We saw it at its proper time, and we did not see it in its intercalated
night," and Rabbi Yehoshua did not accept his determination of the New Moon, and
proclaimed for himself Rosh Hodesh on the thirty-first day, Rabbi Gamliel, fearful that
this might lead to a division among the people, sent to Rabbi Yehoshua, ordering him to
accept the authority of the Nasi of the Court.
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Rabban Gamliel sent to him: "I order you to come before me, with your staff and with your
money, on Yom Kippur that falls according to your calculation." Rabbi Akiva went and found
him distressed; he said to him, "I have to teach, that all that Rabban Gamliel did is done, for it
is written, "These are the appointed seasons of the Lord, which you shall proclaim" (Lev.
23:4), whether at their proper time, or not at their proper time, I have no appointed season
save these. He came to Rabbi Dosa ben Harkinas, he said to him, "If we were to investigate
the Court of Rabban Gamliel, then we must investigate each and every Court that has arisen
from the time of Moses until now"; as it is written, "Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadav,
and Avihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel" (Ex. 24:9). And why are the names of the
elders not mentioned? To teach us that each and every three that have risen up as a Court
over Israel are as the Court of Moses. He took his staff and his money in his hand, and went to
Yavneh to Rabban Gamliel on the day that Yom Kippur fell by his calculation. Rabban Gamliel
stood up and kissed him on his head, and said to him, "Come in peace, my master and my
disciple! My master in wisdom, and my disciple because you accepted my words."

It has been taught (1:7, above) that after the examination of the witnesses who saw the New Moon, the head
of the Court says, "It is sanctified!" and all the people answer after him, "It is sanctified, it is sanctified!"
This mishnah teaches that the announcement of kiddush ha-hodesh by the Court was the main condition for
the establishment of the thirtieth day as Rosh Hodesh. If the Court did not manage to say "It is sanctified!"
on the thirtieth day, then even though many people saw the new moon, and it was clear to all that the
thirtieth day was Rosh Hodesh, the preceding month was nevertheless "“full,”" and Rosh Hodesh was on the
thirty-first day.
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If the Court and all Israel saw it, the witnesses were examined, and they did not manage
to proclaim "It is sanctified!" until nightfall - then this is intercalated. If only the Court
saw it, two should stand up and testify before them, and they should say, "It is sanctified,
it is sanctified!" If three saw it and they are the Court, two should stand up and seat of
their colleagues beside the single one, and they should testify before them, and say, "It is
sanctified, it is sanctified!" for a single person is not considered trustworthy.



The chief precept of Rosh Hashanah is the blowing of the shofar; this is why the Torah calls

this holy day "a day of blowing," "a memorial proclaimed with the blast of horns." From here

to the end of the Tractate, the mishnayot deal with the laws of the blowing of the shofar on
Rosh Hashanah. This mishnah teaches which shofarot it is permitted to blow on Rosh
Hashanah.
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All shofarot are acceptable except that of a cow, because it is a horn [keren]. Rabbi Yose
said, But are not all shofarot called "horn™ as it is written, "when they make a long blast
with the horn of the yovel™ (Josh. 6:5).
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The shofar of Rosh Hashanah is of a wild goat, straight, and its
mouthpiece is coated with gold, and two trumpets at the sides. A
shofar sounds a long note and the trumpets a short note, for the
obligation of the day is with the shofar.

It is taught in Tractate Ta'anit: "Rosh Hodesh of Kislev arrived and the rains did not fall, the
Court decrees three fasts for the community (on Monday, Thursday, and Monday)...if these
passed and were not answered, the Court decrees three other fasts for the community...If
these passed and were not answered, the Court decrees an additional seven, totaling thirteen
fasts for the community. These (the last seven fasts) surpass the first ones, for in these they
sound the shofarot during the prayer" (1:5-6). It is also taught, "They sound the shofar for
any public distress - may such never occur" (Taan. 3:8), i.e., they fast and blow the shofarot.
After the preceding mishnah taught that on Rosh Hashanah they blow a shofar of a wild goat,
this mishnah teaches that on fast days they blow the shofar of a ram, which is bent,
symbolizing that a person must bend his head and hear before his Creator, so that He may be
merciful to him.
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On fast days, of males, bent and their mouthpieces coated with silver, and two trumpets in the
middle. The shofar sounds a short note and the trumpets a long note, for the obligation of the
day is with trumpets.
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The Yovel is like Rosh Hashanah regarding the blowing and the blessings. Rabbi
Yehudah says, On Rosh Hashanah they blow on those of males, and on the Yovel on
those of wild goats.
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A shofar that split, and was stuck together, is unfit. If a person joined pieces of shofarot,
it is unfit. If it was pierced and he stopped it up, if it hinders the blowing - it is unfit, but
if not - it is fit

If a person blows into a bor, or into a dut, or into a pitam: if he heard the sound of the
shofar - he fulfilled, but if he heard an indistinct sound - he did not fulfill. And similarly,
if a person passed behind a synagogue, or his house was close to the synagogue, and he
heard the sound of the shofar or the reading of the Megillah: if he directed his mind - he
fulfilled, but if not - he did not fulfill, and though this one heard and that one heard, this
one directed his mind and that one did not direct his mind.

Incidental to the preceding mishnah, an aggadic midrash is cited here, to teach that
everything depends upon the intention.
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"And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed..." (Ex. 17:11).
But could the hands of Moses make war or lose a war? It is rather to teach you, As long
as Israel was looking upwards and subjecting their hearts to their Father in Heaven - they
prevailed, and if not - they fell. Likewise, you may say, "Make for you a fiery serpent,
and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that whosoever is bitten, when he looks
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at it, he shall live" (Num. 21:8). But could the serpent cause to die, or could the serpent
cause to live? Rather when Israel looked upwards and subjected their hearts to their
Father in Heaven - they were healed, and if not - they perished. A deaf-mute, an imbecile,
and a minor cannot fulfill an obligation on behalf of the many. This is the general rule:
whoever is not liable to an obligation, cannot fulfill that obligation on behalf of the many.

1999 1IYN YN HION

ND DAN ; PYPN PO WTPNI , NIV NYNY ONY MYN WX DY 110 DY N9
DIPN 922 PYPIN Y ORIT 12 PN 12T PPN ,YTPNN NP2 AINWN .N»THNI
ND |, PYPIN MY INIT 12 PN 127 PPNNYI ,NPYION 1T NN . PT NI WY

2T P21 WY DPN DI TANY M TN D 1IN ;713222 NOX PPNN

When the holy day of Rosh Hashanah fell on a Shabbat, in the Temple they would blow, but
not in the medinah. After the Temple was destroyed, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai enacted
that they would blow in every place in which there is a Court. Rabbi Eliezer said, Rabban
Yohanan ben Zakkai enacted only for Yavneh. They said to him, It is the same whether
Yavneh, or any other place in which there was a Court.

This mishnah deals with the advantages Jerusalem possessed over Yavneh regarding the blowing of the
shofar on Rosh Hashanah that fell on Shabbat. One advantage, which is not explained in the mishnah, was
that in Jerusalem they would blow in as well as outside the Court, whereas in Yavneh they would blow only
in the Court. The mishnah relates one more advantage. This mishnah can be best understood according to
the interpretation of Rambam, that all of Jerusalem is called the "Temple," (mikdash) and, "In the Temple
they would blow" stated in the preceding mishnah, refers to all of Jerusalem, and this mishnah teaches that
during the time of the Temple Jerusalem enjoyed advantages over Yavneh after the destruction of the
Temple.
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And further, Jerusalem surpassed Yavneh in this, that in every town that could see and
hear, and was close, and could come - they blew. And in Yavneh they would not blow,
save in the Court

This entire mishnah is taught in Tractate Sukkot (3:12). It is taught here incidental to the preceding
mishnah, in order to list Rabban Yohanah ben Zakkai's other enactments.
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Originally the lulav was taken up in the Temple seven and in the medinah one day. After
the Temple was destroyed Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai enacted that the lulav should be



taken up in the medinah seven, in remembrance of the Temple, and that on the whole Day
of waving - it should be forbidden.

This mishnah continues with the enactments of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, discussing in this mishnah the
one concerning kiddush ha-hodesh.
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Originally they used to accept testimony about the New Moon the entire day. Once the
witnesses tarried in coming, and the Levites went wrong in the song. They then enacted
that they should accept only until the Minhah. And if witnesses came after Minhah - they
observed that day as sanctified and the following day as sanctified. After the Temple was
destroyed, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai enacted that they should accept testimony about
the New Moon the entire day. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha said, Rabban Yohanan ben
Zakkai also decreed that wherever the head of the Court might be, the witnesses should
go only to the meeting place.

This mishnah discusses the Rosh Hashanah Musaf prayer, which includes the blessings of Malkhuyot,
Zikhronot, and Shofarot, for which the shofar is blown. The blessings are derived from the Biblical
description of Rosh Hashanah, as "a memorial of blowing" (Lev. 23:24): "a memorial [zikhron]" - this is
the Zikhronot; "of blowing [teru‘'ah]" - this is the Shofarot; it is also written, "and they shall be to you for a
memorial before your God" (Num. 10:10) - why does the Torah add (in this verse) "I am the Lord your
God"? To teach that wherever there are Zikhronot and Shofarot, there must be also Malkhuyot. Thus, also,
a baraita cited in the Gemara: "The Holy One, blessed be He, said: 'Recite before Me on Rosh Hashanah
Malkhuyot, Zikhronot, and Shofarot. Malkhiyot - so that you will confirm Me as King over you first;
Zikhronot - so that your remembrance will come before Me for good. How? With the shofar." Thus also
Sifrei: "Why did the Sages see fit to recite Malkhuyot first, and afterwards Zikhronot and Shofarot? To set
Him as King over you first, and afterwards ask Him for mercy, so that He remember you. And through
what? Through the shofar. And the shofar foretokens freedom, as it is written, 'And it shall come to pass in
that day, that a great shofar shall be blown' (Isa. 27:13)." This mishnah teaches that Malkhuyot is not a
separate blessing, but rather is included in another blessing, and Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri and Rabbi Akiva
differ on this. Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri holds that Malkhuyot is recited within the blessing of the Holiness
of the Name (which concludes with "the Holy King"), for holiness and kingship are interrelated; and Rabbi
Akiva holds that it is recited in the blessing of the Sanctity of the Day (which concludes with "Who
sanctifies Israel and the Day of Remembrance"), so that the shofar should be blown for Malkhuyot just as it

is blown for Zikhronot and Shofarot.
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Order of the blessings: one recites the Patriarchs, Powers, and the Holiness of the Name,
and includes Malkhuyot, but he does not blow; the Sanctity of the Day, and he blows;
Zikhronot, and he blows; Shofarot, and he blows; and he recites Service, and
Thanksgiving, and the Priests’ Blessing; so Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri. Rabbi Akiva said to
him, If he does not blow for Malkhuyot, why does he mention? Rather he recites
Patriarchs, Powers, and the Holiness of the Name, and includes Malkhuyot in the Sanctity
of the Day, and he blows; Zikhronot, and he blows; Shofarot, and he blows; and he
recites Service, Thanksgiving, and the Priests' Blessing.

The previous mishnah taught that the Musaf prayer includes Malkhuyot, Biblical verses in which it is stated
that the Lord is King of all the world; Zikhronot, Biblical verses in which it is stated that the Lord
remembers all; and Shofarot, verses in which the shofar is mentioned. This mishnah teaches that at least
ten verses must be recited in each of these.
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They may not recite less than ten Malkhuyot, ten Zikhronot, ten Shofarot. Rabbi Yohanan
ben Nuri says, If he said three of each of them, he fulfilled. They may not mention verses
of Memory, Kingship, and Shofarot which allude to Divine punishment. He begins with
the Torah, and he concludes with the Prophet. Rabbi Yose says, If he completed with the
Torah, he fulfilled.
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The person who passes before the Ark on the holy day of Rosh Hashanah, the second one
orders the blowing; and when the Hallel is recited, the first one reads the Hallel.

This mishnah teaches that although the blowing of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah is a Torah commandment,
the holy day is not violated for it, and not even a Rabbinic prohibition may be transgressed for the blowing
of the shofar.
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For the sake of the shofar of Rosh Hashanah, they may not pass beyond the Shabbat
boundary, and they may not pull down a heap, nor climb up a tree, nor ride on an animal,
nor swim on the water, nor may one cut it, whether with something whose use is
forbidden because of shevut, or with a thing whose use transgresses a Torah prohibition.
But if he wants to put into it water or wine, he puts. They do not prevent the children
from blowing, but they occupy themselves with them until they learn; and the person who
occupied himself thus did not fulfill, and the person who hears from a person thus
occupied did not fulfill.

This mishnah teaches the number and the lengths of the shofar notes.
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Order of the blowings, three of three each. The length of a teki‘ah - is that of three teru'ot.
The length of a teru'ah - is that of three wailing notes. If he blew the first one and
extended the second one as two - it counts only as one. If one has recited the blessings
and afterwards obtained a shofar, he sounds a teki'ah, a teru'ah and a teki‘ah, three times.
Just as the Reader is obligated, so is every individual obligated. Rabban Gamliel says, A
Reader fulfills the obligation on behalf of the many.



