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Rabbl Rubin, Principal of the Middle School

Wh a t Rabbi Rubinds new role means for

by Dani Dickstein my duties and my responsibilities in the thermore, being principal of the Middle

One of the most remarkable Hi gh School . 0 H o w8choolr has dramtede Rapbr Rubis ¢hd
changes that Kushner has undergonehi s firm bel i ef t happdrntsuniittayl ethd e 8 p 0o k a pyd
this year is the expansion of the prin- bl e, and competent coaaliltemegue sain da rree tuepn ttia
cipal position. For the first time ever, any challenge and that the transition and help encourage Middle School stu-
JKHA Middle School and RKYHS would be smooth with their cooperative dents to come to the High School. Real-

have been united under a single perrassi st ance. Vi ewi ngitnlge shthavwdav d&irmor ehat fol -
son, the charismatic Rabbi Eliezer a mar at hon than a bpwsntendhaRalelmnienRu bainnd

Rubin. Excited that the new position, is striving to discover the best balance to Rabbi Rubin has endeavored to

Afwould provide uspwtcehhitbefioppolrvemédédevabkomp -peadlp o ddg

nity to understand student learningby and r esponsi ve | eadeert wiere nb atthhe diwoi sdiiovy school
their intellectual development and As the initial transition stabilized, by Afacilitat ([ingdgd o e‘we en
emotional prof il esmanyi mw aopparunittes doo rRphbie teachers in the same disciplines [who]

hensive manner, Rabbi Rubin eagerly Rubi nd s dual rol e woqukckilngy dpirfefseernd retd ‘ Blly

assumed the role, ready to attempt athemselves. Perhaps the most rewardingstrengthening the bridge between the
new feat and the challenges it would opportunity for him is his increased in- high school and lower school through an
bring. Now we can begin to see the teraction with lower school students, as increasingly shared faculty and admini-
results of his endeavor, and gleanin-he now has t he f o pgrationi Rabbi Rubin hopes ®rogea g
sight into future performance and pos- students and discuss educational issuesconduit to a more thorough and rigorous :
sibilities. with themd across educhtionoader ti me s p agl

Before accepting the responsibil- in their lives.  Additionally, Rabbi Rabbi Rubin has also ambitiously

ity, Rabbi Rubin admitted that he had Rubin is excited to be intimately in- expr essed his desi

a few gualmsabout filling the role:  volved in crafting policy in the Middle b e st school i n New,

iMy hesitations weScehotohat andwame it en jdsmeu¢hsas [hel canvdo whnhange Ja&

a supportive and involved principal in exploring ways to enhance these poli- (Continued on pag8) How has Rabbi Rubin fared in Middle

the Middle School without neglecting ci es and professional practices. 0 Fur - School?
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Eitan Rubin Coming Up Shorts? [
- Why are girls forbidden from wear-
The Kushner Choir has proven themselves worthy of a recording ing shorts during basketball prac-
by Aaron Buechler it depends on the artwork and the re-a consi derabl e amo §i¢? of music on [i
For quite some time people have cording studio. Everything takes longer and will include recordings from each || Baseball is Back and Better
been talking about the Kushner choir t han youo6d expect . dear of the choir going back to 2006.[ than Ever! )
coming out with a CD, but to the dis-  The choir put an immense amount of While some of the songs are the origif| Kushner 6s var si tfy

for another run at the champion-

may of many, this highly anticipated time into recording the CD during prac- nals from their respective years, some ship

recording has yet to be released. Thattices, classes, chug, and after school.have been remade. Certain songs havg
may soon change. A release date for The choir even came in for recording recently been reecorded for the CD. Unhidden Man Behind the
the CD is rumored to be on the way sessjons last summer before school had  Private donations have helped defrayf Mask ) . 9
and many students are already gettingpegun. The CD will contain between part of the cost to produce the CD. Thus (I;/Ioarﬁirl\l/li;zlgogf[/lézogﬁglalns how he
hyped about it. eight and ten tracks and will be com- the CD will be sold as a fundraiser for

Although the target date for the posed of both songs and medleys. Med-the school at an expected price betweenA ook at how esch Freshman on
release of the choykfeSapobtien inifiutes 6nb, wheRdsted #h@ fifteen dollars. Rabbi Miller the JV girls bball team has found
months from now, the actual release songs are about four minutes in length. said that the money raised will most|| her role

date is still pending. Rabbi Miller,the T he cD, according to Rabbi Md:odtiriueedhpaga)ﬁl”él_l?_] )
choir director, says, #flt isnét up to me; e Punchline 8

Freshmen Stars 9
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Classroom? The Internet

Online classes come to Kushner

by Ben Lewinter stuck struggling to grasp the next unit
This year, Kushner is experiment- hile others twiddle their thumbs.

ing with a new medium for teaching: Another advantage of internet
the internet. Four students are cur- cgurses is the added convenience of
rently enroll ed i nfercdByStdtih8dgyP § a stubleht misses
online courses, which are all computer g day of school, he or she can take the
classes, such as Introduction to Pro- ¢jass at home or anywhere else in the
gramming and AP Computer Science world to make up the work. Many stu-
A. If these courses are successful, gents limited to a traditional class struc-
there will likely be more on the way. tyre pine for this availability. As Mi-

Indeed, according to an August, 2009 ¢ h 5 e | Lefkowitz sa

U.S. Board of Education study of the nology is a big thing with kids, and it
effectiveness of online learning in-K ¢ g n make kids mo r «
12 students, students who took all or Unfortunately, now, when absent, these
part of their classes online performed siydents are left with no option other
better, on average, than those taking than to call classmates for missed work
the same courses through traditional 5 to squander time during lunch meet-
faceto-face instruction. ing with the teacher to catch up. Agfeel
This phenomenon is due to the | addition to the conveniences of
numerous advantages of online educa- mopjlity and pace, another major benefit A student logs in to Keystone National High School
tion. In normal classes, students must of the online classes is their cost. As
progress at the same rate as the rest ojpposed to needing to hire a teacher for school could not hire a teacher to teach a
the class, and classes move at the pacgyery course Kushner wants to offer, an class of one, but it could buy an online
of struggling students so no one is left endeavor which consumes mrdinate  course for one student.
behind. Online classes, however, are gmount of money, Kushner can instead  With all these pros, however, come
personalized; students can advance atpay the much smaller fee for online some steep cons. The most concerning
their own pace, as long as they take gjasses. disadvantage is the lack of specialized
the tests by the scheduled day. Says The final advantage of the online attention. If a student is struggling with puters classes, Keystone offers mafly
Andrew Mayer, who is currently en- system is the sheer variety of courses something, the online teacher is not go- other supplem:ental programs such As
rolled in an onliggided. &ClrentyCiCaktude® wishdsA ng to say, @Come NS Rt HEBSry, A8 Phisiid) APEcd?
major benefit of the online class is that o start a new course offering, he or sheAndr ew Mayer expl aniorﬂicss,’ Fren@'hg edN&ah. iLg@iﬁ’ Psy-

Cherna, fi need tjo
tions. 0

Keystone National High School,
the accredited school from which
Kushner purchases the online courses,
currently offers over 80 classes. And
while Kushner is only offering Com-

b

As

there are no set due dates. As long as lyoyld have to find enough other stu-t he computerds que Scﬁofog%/n Snd BLr&naf FIRahcd Ulp U s
finish all of the work by the end of the gents also interested and prove thatbe-and t hereds nowher ®ul H ndugn & 28 e riNmeSnX -

year, I can go ascafé tRerelade sodrany Interd¥@dkldspd anation. o Its co b8 ﬁodyimﬁy w&l%és%éina Lofe
This means that students can calculatej; would be worthwhile for Kushner to the program does not provide a suffi-
how much time to spend on different offer the class. With online courses, cient explanation, a student may end up
parts of the course so they can focus however, even if only one student is lost. Reaching a teacher associated with
their attention on the parts that confuse jnterested in a particular class, he or shethe program can take up to three days,
them. In a regular class, a student \yoyid be able to take it online. With which can also be detrimental when
would have to learn at the pace ofthe g n| j ne ¢l asses, t h edryiregdoschange grdded. A éve wackee h o w

class, doomed to boredom while oth- many students take the class, becausevi | | al most al ways be more helpful
ers struggle to grasp one unit, and thenthe cost is on a pestudent basis. The | earn best with a teacher, o expl ainls

of these in its future.
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Laptops Surge in Popularity

Why are students suddenly bringing computers to school?

by Zach Ratzker classes with advanced calendar applica

This year, student use of laptops in tions. Kids also have the advantage of
school has skyrocketed. Students peing able to search for specific infor- ==
across all grades have started usingmation that is being discussed in class...
computers. This poses an interesting on a different note, laptops eliminate

question for the school. In the past, the need for paper, enabling students t
laptops were permitted because onlyag go green. o

small number of students used them. According to a junior at RKYHS,
Now, however, laptops are prevalent p g n j Dickstein, AT aua

in almost every classroom and the me focused because it keeps me in con

school must reevaluate its stance ongt a nt moti on. o ‘
the issue. Are laptops a benefit or a Laptops also have downsides. A
of a laptop an educational advance- The |ure of playing solitaire or watching Across the country, more and more students are using laptops in class

is actually harming the overall stu- syydents have the ability to disregard the Rabbi Rubin ( Cont od )

dent 6s skills? Whidgcnhneamys 1@3cBArs nshawducaft i wmawweveHe has
allow the use of laptops, many fear on the laptop screen. The distraction unique threepronged approach to
that they are a tool for students t0 primarily comes into play when students achi eving this goal:
avoid doing work. feel a sense of boredom in class. Morey articulate and define our educational

The advanced technologies that katzourin, an eleventh grade student, standards while paying close attention to
laptops offer have caused many stu-f ee| s, fLaptops t e ihdlearning needs ofreach of our iste-
dents at Rae Kushner Yeshiva High jority of students who use themaswell dent sé to continue to
School to use these devices in numer- a5 other kids in the class too. There arestudies program so that it will inspire
ous classes. Many even deem the usegg many things to do on a computer that our students to embrace their heritage
of laptops a necessity for studying, it js just as easy to make bad choices aswhile providing them with the opportu-
participating in class, and performing { + | s to make g o o d niies dosbegpme literate and informed
well on exams. In school, many use Laptop use in the classroom is a J € Wi s h practitione
their laptops for better notaking.  relatively new experiment. As of now it Programs (curricular and ecurricular)
Some people just write too slowly 0 seems that they are more helpful than that enhance students' awareness of the
take notes; some cqauhfedtal B VtBen stubiedtd dhsstodhEplates in our community, in the world,
own handwriting. The average student experience. Regardless, each studenttend i n greater soc

"___,_.»-.-v = B -

devel oped a
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can type on a keyboard much faster ang teacher will have to make the deci-  Although Rabbi Rubin is primarily  g,0nqs jittle time in the Middle School
than he or she can write. Additionally, sjon whether or not having the use of a focused on achieving these monumental a1 several students are glad to have
laptops provide a more efficient way laptop in class works for them. objectives, there are also several tasks iNngppi Rubin as their principal. Act
for students to be organized in their the Middle School on which he has been ¢ ing to Eli Schwartz, Rabbi Rubin

] R wor king tirel.essly,ﬁuﬁﬂgpspéndﬁéﬂtam{pti nWde
Choir CD ( Cont od ) more robust health curriculum, 16, 5y 6 certain privile

examining the Washington trip and its o

(Continued from page) Some have expressed a concern that g g P some administrators apparently ovef-

oals, and looking at graduation proce- ;
likely be used to finance general the CD will be in Hebrew, since most g gad P look.  In general, however, the Middig

ure. o He al so ha it N tekie nou
school purposes such as the choir or students prefer English lyrics to Hebrew Sschdt Sudtlent Sdefh 1o saiidfidd

ously to determine the most prudent \yih Rabbi Rubin, not because of the

Student Council. ones. Rabbi Miller said that he is well testing policies in the Middle School for s : :
Rabbi Miller and the school plan aware of this concern amongst the stu- amount of time invested in the Middig

oth school and st : f: r

to purchase 300 to 400 CDs for the dents about the CD and said that there is, . . Binbol, BuPiedadse of HiséhdeAbrs
) ) ) ) . looking at the standardized tests that we; o reach out t o t her
first release. Then, judging on how at least one full song in English as well offer. and are examining our test poli- _ _ _
well the CDs sell, Rabbi Miller will as many other songs that are partially in ci ;a s and o u? a k Z .y feel like he r.eally trlles_ to c_onrl1ect with
then decide if more should be pro- Engl i s h. As Josh Blgnksaid, = &l tHhI fhse torﬁ 8 YrierRl§ relatorsfif® he’

_ hile’ Rabbi' Rubin balances his | ‘o | | wants to Be
duced. If 300 CDs are sold for fiteen woul d buy t he CD, ut % hmo rlfe If ln e y p

ime invested In the welfare of the twr? saids Kyrt_ Moskovitz, with several

dollars, that will raise $4,500! buy it if it was in, Engli . i
3chools, everal KA e|gh|f:h graders others expressing general agreement.

Many students, regardless of ler had similar feelings toward the CD have voiced regrets about the little time _
whether they are on choir, are excited lyrics being in Hebrew as opposed to | _ actually spends in the Middle School, As we move deeper into the schogl
about the CDOs upckmglnigshr.el eRlsieana Afr %g r%anytof AL qedie V. %enma‘(ers], OruyE_jaﬁ legrning from past successes gnd
Zucker, a member oubually prefer Eygish sodgs owerhHei failures and looking ahead to the fu-

tthe’ school are determined in his office, ; ; ; ‘o
said that the r el ebeewenesy it woulth eot d&tr mé wanu |, d ture, Rabbi Rubin continues to antici:

which is on the opposite end of the ; ; ;
be a great thing for the choir. There is buying the CD if the songs were in He- PP pate the trials in store for him. Rej

ui I ding. NfHeb6s a er fi<ChEinctiBdl o i pal
a lot of talent on the choir, and every- br ew, because | really | j%( e the cho | maiifig” thie td" His ofjectife” of Hak: hp
but ~weo ke 0 Sifqushhir the B8t séhool i Nely N ©

one deserves to have his or her voice song selection. It would be good if the .

iddle School rel atyj i 0
recorded on t hchoir CDchdr includde atdeast ane English song Andrew Eichen.  Indeed. several other Jérstyl RAbGi Ribih % pfér{mﬂgsne\}v?
members agree that a choir CDwouldi n t he CD. o As a resu rgderg om %alljtigal l.e8 rpufeg tg connect to his studen_ts and|to
be a great buy.  fRabbitMilerndod fhe chaironedorded boe | 5 900 > STPISIEEY SIEEE enhance the school community. By
very worthwhile thing for the choir to some songs specifically in English. So here for like a minute with Mrs Fi’n- ﬁ/(ﬂkﬂ]g Wi Ehé s_tu_lae%t?, thé facult
have a CD, 06 said pbiimayoa heBdphohes, turn up thiel . ' _ties, and the administrations of both

ini i and awai kiestein and RabbignbolsirapiRAini§ Finék forkng € N
would definitely bwlymej and await the release of the . .
, Blank. Although disappointed that he .najienge
RKYHS choir CD! ge.



A Practical Class

How Foundations of Prayer is one of the most useful classes offered

by Chana Schecter

In previous years, | have heard
complaints that, specifically in Ge-
mara class, there is not enough clasg
time used for discussion of more
global topics that do not necessarily
pertain to the class curriculum. For
example, it was brought to my
teacherés attenti
dent wanted to talk about the creation
of the world. Because the class called
for a prompt following of the curricu-
lum, however, the teacher was unable

we are. What better way to do that
than in a formal classroom setting
where oneds voice

- explored by fellow students in the
o . same position? It is for this reason that

) the class is so |ap
nitely a new opportunity for students
to do semaridgsowmigo
connection to Judaism.

While other religions also have
forms of prayer, davening is some-
thing that is universally accepted by
all Jews. However, since davening is
to fulfill the stydent i abed Wiiddtanding Wh8 loSare free to express why they do. something that teenagers, including
year, Kushner has initiated a supple- oo4s 15 muchvacillation on the topic.  The different opinions give everyone a Myself, and even adults, may have
mentary class that fills such requests Davening is often overlooked as some- flavor of something different, some dif- trouble connecting to, | commend
(at least in regards to davening,) called ., aimost mundane or tedious mainly ferent outlook on prayer. As a person Kushner for offering a class that ent
AiFoundations of Pr adaldst gelquine appreciation of it is not who already felt personally connected to courages us to question and grow, and

Judaism is a very complex religion v experienced. davening, the challenges raised by my ultimately, hopefully, make our own
that requires lots of dedication and 1o 5 rpose of folEssmates bavei nadesme think aboutconnection to Judaism even stronger.
commitment. Itis often hard forteen- o 5y 6 5 j s to enl i gavaniegin amdiffereheway, sometimeshow el i eve that thle

agers to find their personal connection o, can petter connect to their prayers for the better, sometimes for the worse. P ayer o class  wil |

to God and commit themselves 10 ;.4 hoy, to better understand what they While this has been difficult for me at greater appreciation of what exactly
something that is so vast and in Many ure gaying. The class topics range fromtimes, | believe that the expansion of We are living for and the faith by
ways incomprehensiRl §,ngations bfSsPecific priy@S knowledge on a topic can only help us Whi ch we 1ive our

pr

n

hard for some teenagers to committo ¢\, oy 535 fShemoneh Hsmuate whp we are asqeople, del¢@f f 0rt on Kushnefos

their Judaism when there may be as- 5, jntrospective discussions on tefillah. hope that | will find a deeper connection Students grow, one that I think can and
pects of it they dpnof,compleet gy f%hfkons of Prayer o wilbeveryeffectve.

with. But to say that all teenagers feel ¢ qq not only looks at the pure words ~ This kind of channeled expression ~ The comprehension and apprecia-
one way or another would be an over o <oy everyday, but also allows stu- and reflection is extremely important in tion of a relationship, especially ong
generalization. . Another reason it 4o 1o express themselves on how theya high school atmosphere. Especially asWith God and Judaism, can only come
might be hard to connect, not only for o5, feel ahout davening. In my class, we progress through the different stages from reflection and discussion on the
teenagers but also for adults, is that We y,o. e 4re very varied views on davening. of life that high school manifests, it is matter. Itis for this reason that, espe-
may not completely understand Why gome fee) a spiritual connection, while very important for us teenagers to be- cially for teenagers who are going
we are committing ourselves to Juda- ot o s donot . T h o soene wubject t0 aliffedent experiencels teokgh the stage when the develop-
ism or why the commitment is S0 IM- 4 oy 5ress why they do not, and those that allow us to formulate exactly who ment

The Secrets of Literature

What weod6re missing when we dondot rea

by Michael Silverman of a book causing it to become con- nates throughout the series.

It was on Saturday, as | was com- stantly losd is a sign of disrespect to There are some morals, however,
ing back upstairs to the lobby from the the author, even if he or she is dead. that are more subtle, and you really have
minyan, that something ca_ught my There are secrets to books and litera- to sink into the pages to understand the
eye. It was not a pleasant sight. Pic- ture that make them very special. Eve- message. Sometimes the moral is hid- f
ture this: the book Eragon was out in ryone knows what morals are. Many den within seemingly insignificant ¥
the pouring rain being used as a door times a moral lesson will be said in thoughts or words of a character that"‘ b
holder with the front cover thrown code. With music, the key to finding the grow more relevant as the plot pro- W~
back looking as though it was about to morals in a song is to listen to the lyrics. gresses. : ;
be torn off. It would seem like a horri- The same concept applies to literature. |  While there are some books that do 8!
ble thing to see, especially to those will tell you this: in most books in the not have any lessons in them to bef¥
who enjoy reading. No book should world, whether they are Judaic or com- learned, widely acclaimed works are all &
be handled this way, even if it lacks mon books written for teenagers, you filled with morals and lessons. .
spitual and educational value. ~ So will find morals. (Interestingly, in many of these books,
what did | do when | saw this sight? Morals can come in many forms. children are the narrators and main char
To t-eII you the truth, | did nothing, and Often the moral of a story can be in- acters, perhaps because kids can find { &=
decided to leave the book to decay as gy .y recognized. For example, inthe much deeper meani (MG HRCSSEHE T 20 s
it was in case the original owner g, 4 y Boyso myst e ®rventsltharaklultscans) i e s, t h euspense, mystery, and all sorts of
would come looking for it. Thiswas a o jesson of good triumphing over It is important for people to under- cool features. Books really can be
bad decision. I, for one, believe that o, s apparent throughout the series. stand the messages and value in whatboth fun and insightful, as they can
by handling books in this wayoend- o o j 5 4 sa yi ng: theread.d t Boak®reallyhaee nat catemd¥amatially affect the way in which
ing the cover of a book back, flipping you canodt pay t he goricalheboring. Thard dresmary hopks wg perceive the world around us. In-
the book upsidelown so as to hold  .tors 14 the basic moral lesson of out there written for teenagers that are deed, reading and understanding can

the spot instead of putting a bookmark 5 ¢ i e goesnot pay vay iateresting Maught with tactione seally bring us to a whole other level
inside, and just not taking proper care of enjoyment.
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New Moon

Warning: If you plan on watching this movie, and do want to feel some aspect of pity and/or adulation towards Bella, do r
read this article. It contains spoilers and might cause you to suffer a severe case of disillusionment.

by Eydt Dickstein acter, in New Moon she becomes |a
| must admit that when | saw New deep, thoughtful woman who undef-
Moon | was disappointed. Not be- stands the real consequences of be-
cause of the unimpressive pletthat coming a vampire. Rosalie is the only
was expected- but because of the vampire who gives much thought tQ
extreme sentimentality and depression her transformation. To her, Bella's
from which Bella suffers throughout choice to become a vampire is ridicu-
the movie, which turned a potentially lous, as she is losing almost every-
unique movie into a melodramatic, thing in life worth living for.
ridiculous love story. Bella herself is one of the few
This alknew addition to the Twi- characters who remains flat, and in
light series features a histrionic plot, a fact, becomes even more one
poor, lost damsel in distress, two fret- dimensional than in Twilight. Without
ful parents, and two strapping knights Edward, she cannot eat, talk, or think,
in shining armor (or rather, glittery and merely sits silently in her room,
skin and fur). Put them all together mourning in lovesick grief. Previ
and you get NEW MOON, complete Robert Pattinson and Kirsten Stewart star in the dramatic vampire series ously, she was merely losgruck and

with a happilyeverafter ending. sister, becomes a figure on whom her returns as well to play a larger part, vin- melodramatic, eagerly scoping her
Thankfully, New Moon is not famjly and Bella can rely. As the dictively acting to avenge her dead classmates. Now she is a sullen, sulky
nearly as misogynistic as its predeces- yoman who understands both aspects ofmate, James. Rosalie, Edward's otherteenager, prone to long lapses of $i-
sor, Twilight, whose female characters gqward and Bella's relationship, she sister, also evolves, from an angry, hos- lence. How in this stage she is stil
were predominately portrayed as emo- relays messages between the two, abletile character into a woman with bottled capable of attracting the attention of
tionally flat and weak. This time there g explain the tangled thoughts and emo- up bitterness who strongly regrets be- handsome boys such as Jacob is be-
are strong female characters on partjons that neither of them can compre- coming a vampire. While in Twilight yond me and, evidently, beyond the
with the men. Alice, Edward Cullen’s hend. Victoria, a malicious vampire, she was little more than a moody char- (Continued on page)
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