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by Aaron Buechler 

      For quite some time people have 

been talking about the Kushner choir 

coming out with a CD, but to the dis-

may of many, this highly anticipated 

recording has yet to be released.  That 

may soon change. A release date for 

the CD is rumored to be on the way 

and many students are already getting 

hyped about it. 

      Although the target date for the 

release of the choirôs CD is set for two 

months from now, the actual release 

date is still pending.  Rabbi Miller, the 

choir director, says, ñIt isnôt up to me; 

it depends on the artwork and the re-

cording studio.  Everything takes longer 

than youôd expect.ò 

      The choir put an immense amount of 

time into recording the CD during prac-

tices, classes, chug, and after school. 

The choir even came in for recording 

sessions last summer before school had 

begun.  The CD will contain between 

eight and ten tracks and will be com-

posed of both songs and medleys.  Med-

leys are about ten minutes long, whereas 

songs are about four minutes in length.  

The CD, according to Rabbi Miller, ñhas 

a considerable amount of music on it,ò 

and will include recordings from each 

year of the choir going back to 2006.   

While some of the songs are the origi-

nals from their respective years, some 

have been remade.  Certain songs have 

recently been re-recorded for the CD.   

      Private donations have helped defray 

part of the cost to produce the CD.  Thus 

the CD will be sold as a fundraiser for 

the school at an expected price between 

ten and fifteen dollars.  Rabbi Miller 

said that the money raised will most 
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      One of the most remarkable 

changes that Kushner has undergone 

this year is the expansion of the prin-

cipal position.  For the first time ever, 

JKHA Middle School and RKYHS 

have been united under a single per-

son, the charismatic Rabbi Eliezer 

Rubin.  Excited that the new position, 

ñwould provide us with the opportu-

nity to understand student learning by 

their intellectual development and 

emotional profilesò in a more compre-

hensive manner,  Rabbi Rubin eagerly 

assumed the role, ready to attempt a 

new feat and the challenges it would 

bring.  Now we can begin to see the 

results of his endeavor, and glean in-

sight into future performance and pos-

sibilities. 

      Before accepting the responsibil-

ity, Rabbi Rubin admitted that he had 

a few qualms about filling the role: 

ñMy hesitations were that I want to be 

a supportive and involved principal in 

the Middle School without neglecting 

my duties and my responsibilities in the 

High School.ò  However, he expressed 

his firm belief that his ñtalented, capa-

ble, and competent colleaguesò are up to 

any challenge and that the transition 

would be smooth with their cooperative 

assistance.  Viewing the shift ñmore like 

a marathon than a sprint,ò Rabbi Rubin 

is striving to discover the best balance to 

pace his ñinvolvement as a responsible 

and responsive leader in both divisions.ò  

      As the initial transition stabilized, 

many new opportunities for Rabbi 

Rubinôs dual role quickly presented 

themselves.  Perhaps the most rewarding 

opportunity for him is his increased in-

teraction with lower school students, as 

he now has the ñopportunity to engage 

students and discuss educational issues 

with themò across a broader time span 

in their lives.  Additionally, Rabbi 

Rubin is excited to be intimately in-

volved in crafting policy in the Middle 

School, and he ñenjoy[s] reviewing and 

exploring ways to enhance these poli-

cies and professional practices.ò  Fur-

thermore, being principal of the Middle 

School has granted Rabbi Rubin the 

opportunity to look at ñthe overall re-

cruitment and retention for our schoolsò 

and help encourage Middle School stu-

dents to come to the High School.  Real-

izing, however, that ñrecruitment fol-

lows enhancement and improvement,ò 

Rabbi Rubin has endeavored to 

ñdevelop and ócross-pollinateô talent 

between the two divisions of the schoolò 

by ñfacilitat([ing] dialogue between 

teachers in the same disciplines [who] 

work in different divisions.ò  By 

strengthening the bridge between the 

high school and lower school through an 

increasingly shared faculty and admini-

stration, Rabbi Rubin hopes to open a 

conduit to a more thorough and rigorous 

education. 

      Rabbi Rubin has also ambitiously 

expressed his desire ñto make this the 

best school in New Jersey,ò and to ñdo 

as much as [he] can do to enhance Jew-

(Continued on page 3) 



 

by Ben Lewinter 

      This year, Kushner is experiment-

ing with a new medium for teaching: 

the internet. Four students are cur-

rently enrolled in Kushnerôs first ever 

online courses, which are all computer 

classes, such as Introduction to Pro-

gramming and AP Computer Science 

A. If these courses are successful, 

there will likely be more on the way.  

Indeed, according to an August, 2009 

U.S. Board of Education study of the 

effectiveness of online learning in K-

12 students, students who took all or 

part of their classes online performed 

better, on average, than those taking 

the same courses through traditional 

face-to-face instruction. 

      This phenomenon is due to the 

numerous advantages of online educa-

tion. In normal classes, students must 

progress at the same rate as the rest of 

the class, and classes move at the pace 

of struggling students so no one is left 

behind.  Online classes, however, are 

personalized; students can advance at 

their own pace, as long as they take 

the tests by the scheduled day. Says 

Andrew Mayer, who is currently en-

rolled in an online Java course, ñA 

major benefit of the online class is that 

there are no set due dates. As long as I 

finish all of the work by the end of the 

year, I can go as slowly as I want.ò 

This means that students can calculate 

how much time to spend on different 

parts of the course so they can focus 

their attention on the parts that confuse 

them.  In a regular class, a student 

would have to learn at the pace of the 

class, doomed to boredom while oth-

ers struggle to grasp one unit, and then 

stuck struggling to grasp the next unit 

while others twiddle their thumbs. 

      Another advantage of internet 

courses is the added convenience of-

fered by technology. If a student misses 

a day of school, he or she can take the 

class at home or anywhere else in the 

world to make up the work.   Many stu-

dents limited to a traditional class struc-

ture pine for this availability.  As Mi-

chael Lefkowitz says, ñI think that tech-

nology is a big thing with kids, and it 

can make kids more eager to learn.ò  

Unfortunately, now, when absent, these 

students are left with no option other 

than to call classmates for missed work 

or to squander time during lunch meet-

ing with the teacher to catch up. 

      In addition to the conveniences of 

mobility and pace, another major benefit 

of the online classes is their cost. As 

opposed to needing to hire a teacher for 

every course Kushner wants to offer, an 

endeavor which consumes an inordinate 

amount of money, Kushner can instead 

pay the much smaller fee for online 

classes.  

      The final advantage of the online 

system is the sheer variety of courses 

provided.  Currently, if a student wishes 

to start a new course offering, he or she 

would have to find enough other stu-

dents also interested and prove that be-

cause there are so many interested kids, 

it would be worthwhile for Kushner to 

offer the class. With online courses, 

however, even if only one student is 

interested in a particular class, he or she 

would be able to take it online. With 

online classes, thereôs no difference how 

many students take the class, because 

the cost is on a per-student basis. The 

school could not hire a teacher to teach a 

class of one, but it could buy an online 

course for one student. 

      With all these pros, however, come 

some steep cons. The most concerning 

disadvantage is the lack of specialized 

attention. If a student is struggling with 

something, the online teacher is not go-

ing to say, ñCome see me at lunch.ò As 

Andrew Mayer explains, ñSometimes 

the computerôs questions are ambiguous 

and thereôs nowhere to turn for an ex-

planation.ò Its content is absolute, so if 

the program does not provide a suffi-

cient explanation, a student may end up 

lost. Reaching a teacher associated with 

the program can take up to three days, 

which can also be detrimental when 

trying to change grades. A live teacher 

will almost always be more helpful. ñI 

learn best with a teacher,ò explains Zach 

Cherna, ñI need to be able to ask ques-

tions.ò 

      Keystone National High School, 

the accredited school from which 

Kushner purchases the online courses, 

currently offers over 80 classes. And 

while Kushner is only offering Com-

puters classes, Keystone offers many 

other supplemental programs such as 

AP Art History, AP Physics, AP Eco-

nomics, French, German, Latin, Psy-

chology, and Personal Finance. If 

Kushnerôs experiment goes well, the 

student body may well be seeing some 

of these in its future. 

Classroom? The Internet 
Online classes come to Kushner 
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by Zach Ratzker 

      This year, student use of laptops in 

school has skyrocketed. Students 

across all grades have started using 

computers. This poses an interesting 

question for the school. In the past, 

laptops were permitted because only a 

small number of students used them. 

Now, however, laptops are prevalent 

in almost every classroom and the 

school must reevaluate its stance on 

the issue. Are laptops a benefit or a 

distraction in the classroom? Is the use 

of a laptop an educational advance-

ment?  Is it helping students in their 

school work? Or is it a distraction that 

is actually harming the overall stu-

dentôs skills? While many teachers 

allow the use of laptops, many fear 

that they are a tool for students to 

avoid doing work. 

     The advanced technologies that 

laptops offer have caused many stu-

dents at Rae Kushner Yeshiva High 

School to use these devices in numer-

ous classes. Many even deem the use 

of laptops a necessity for studying, 

participating in class, and performing 

well on exams. In school, many use 

their laptops for better note-taking. 

Some people just write too slowly to 

take notes; some canôt even read their 

own handwriting. The average student 

can type on a keyboard much faster 

than he or she can write. Additionally, 

laptops provide a more efficient way 

for students to be organized in their 

classes with advanced calendar applica-

tions. Kids also have the advantage of 

being able to search for specific infor-

mation that is being discussed in class. 

On a different note, laptops eliminate 

the need for paper, enabling students to 

ñgo green.ò 

      According to a junior at RKYHS, 

Dani Dickstein, ñThe laptop helps keep 

me focused because it keeps me in con-

stant motion.ò 

      Laptops also have downsides. A 

laptop in class may serve as a diversion. 

The lure of playing solitaire or watching 

a movie on your laptop could lead to a 

lack of proper attention during class. 

Students have the ability to disregard the 

teacherôs lesson in favor of whatever is 

on the laptop screen. The distraction 

primarily comes into play when students 

feel a sense of boredom in class. Morey 

Katzourin, an eleventh grade student, 

feels, ñLaptops tend to distract the ma-

jority of students who use them as well 

as other kids in the class too. There are 

so many things to do on a computer that 

it is just as easy to make bad choices as 

it is to make good ones.ò 

      Laptop use in the classroom is a 

relatively new experiment.  As of now it 

seems that they are more helpful than 

detrimental to the student classroom 

experience.  Regardless, each student 

and teacher will have to make the deci-

sion whether or not having the use of a 

laptop in class works for them. 

Laptops Surge in Popularity 
Why are students suddenly bringing computers to school? 

Across the country, more and more students are using laptops in class 

likely be used to finance general 

school purposes such as the choir or 

Student Council. 

      Rabbi Miller and the school plan 

to purchase 300 to 400 CDs for the 

first release.  Then, judging on how 

well the CDs sell, Rabbi Miller will 

then decide if more should be pro-

duced.  If 300 CDs are sold for fifteen 

dollars, that will raise $4,500! 

      Many students, regardless of 

whether they are on choir, are excited 

about the CDôs upcoming release.  Ari 

Zucker, a member of this yearôs choir, 

said that the release of the CD ñwould 

be a great thing for the choir.  There is 

a lot of talent on the choir, and every-

one deserves to have his or her voice 

recorded on the CD.ò   Even non-choir 

members agree that a choir CD would 

be a great buy.  ñI think it would be a 

very worthwhile thing for the choir to 

have a CD,ò said Eliana Butler.  ñI 

would definitely buy it.ò  

(Continued from page 1) 

Choir CD (Contôd) 

      Some have expressed a concern that 

the CD will be in Hebrew, since most 

students prefer English lyrics to Hebrew 

ones.  Rabbi Miller said that he is well 

aware of this concern amongst the stu-

dents about the CD and said that there is 

at least one full song in English as well 

as many other songs that are partially in 

English.  As Josh Blank said, ñI think I 

would buy the CD, but Iôd more likely 

buy it if it was in English.ò  Eliana But-

ler had similar feelings toward the CD 

lyrics being in Hebrew as opposed to 

English.  Eliana felt that ñeven though I 

usually prefer English songs over He-

brew ones, it would not deter me from 

buying the CD if the songs were in He-

brew, because I really like the choirôs 

song selection.  It would be good if the 

choir included at least one English song 

in the CD.ò  As a result of such feelings, 

Rabbi Miller and the choir recorded 

some songs specifically in English.  So 

plug  in your headphones, turn up the 

volume, and await the release of the 

RKYHS choir CD! 

Rabbi Rubin (Contôd) 

spends little time in the Middle School 

halls, several students are glad to have 

Rabbi Rubin as their principal.  Ac-

cording to Eli Schwartz, Rabbi Rubin 

ñunderstands that we are old enough to 

have certain privileges,ò a notion that 

some administrators apparently over-

look.  In general, however, the Middle 

School students seem to be satisfied 

with Rabbi Rubin, not because of the 

amount of time invested in the Middle 

School, but because of his endeavors 

to reach out to them when there. ñI 

feel like he really tries to connect with 

us on a friendly relationship ï he 

really wants to be part of our grade,ò 

said Kurt Moskovitz, with several 

others expressing general agreement. 

      As we move deeper into the school 

year, learning from past successes and 

failures and looking ahead to the fu-

ture, Rabbi Rubin continues to antici-

pate the trials in store for him.  Re-

maining true to his objective of mak-

ing Kushner the best school in New 

Jersey, Rabbi Rubin is planning new 

routes to connect to his students and to 

enhance the school community.  By 

working with the students, the facul-

ties, and the administrations of both 

schools, Rabbi Rubin is primed for the 

challenge. 

News 

ish education.ò  He has developed a 

unique three-pronged approach to 

achieving this goal: ñTo continuously 

articulate and define our educational 

standards while paying close attention to 

the learning needs of each of our stu-

dentsé to continue to build our Judaic 

studies program so that it will inspire 

our students to embrace their heritage 

while providing them with the opportu-

nities to become literate and informed 

Jewish practitionersé[and] to initiate 

programs (curricular and co-curricular) 

that enhance students' awareness of their 

places in our community, in the world, 

and in greater society.ò 

      Although Rabbi Rubin is primarily 

focused on achieving these monumental 

objectives, there are also several tasks in 

the Middle School on which he has been 

working tirelessly, such as ñplanning a 

more robust health curriculum, re-

examining the Washington trip and its 

goals, and looking at graduation proce-

dure.ò  He also has been working strenu-

ously to determine the most prudent 

testing policies in the Middle School for 

both school and state tests: ñWe are re-

looking at the standardized tests that we 

offer, and are examining our test poli-

cies and our makeup test policies.ò 

      While Rabbi Rubin balances his 

time invested in the welfare of the two 

schools, several JKHA eighth graders 

have voiced regrets about the little time 

he actually spends in the Middle School, 

as many of the decisions he makes for 

the school are determined in his office, 

which is on the opposite end of the 

building.  ñHeôs a very nice principal, 

but weôd like to see him more in the 

Middle School relating to the kids,ò said 

Andrew Eichen.    Indeed, several other 

eighth graders emphatically agreed. 

ñHeôs never here, and when he is, heôs 

here for like a minute with Mrs. Fin-

klestein and Rabbi Price,ò said Zach 

Blank.  Although disappointed that he 
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by Chana Schecter  

      In previous years, I have heard 

complaints that, specifically in Ge-

mara class, there is not enough class 

time used for discussion of more 

global topics that do not necessarily 

pertain to the class curriculum.  For 

example, it was brought to my 

teacherôs attention last year that a stu-

dent wanted to talk about the creation 

of the world.  Because the class called 

for a prompt following of the curricu-

lum, however, the teacher was unable 

to fulfill the studentôs request.  This 

year, Kushner has initiated a supple-

mentary class that fills such requests 

(at least in regards to davening,) called 

ñFoundations of Prayer.ò  

      Judaism is a very complex religion 

that requires lots of dedication and 

commitment.  It is often hard for teen-

agers to find their personal connection 

to God and commit themselves to 

something that is so vast and in many 

ways incomprehensible.  Also, itôs 

hard for some teenagers to commit to 

their Judaism when there may be as-

pects of it they donôt completely agree 

with.  But to say that all teenagers feel 

one way or another would be an over-

generalization.  Another reason it 

might be hard to connect, not only for 

teenagers but also for adults, is that we 

may not completely understand why 

we are committing ourselves to Juda-

ism or why the commitment is so im-

A Practical Class 
How Foundations of Prayer is one of the most useful classes offered 

portant.  This lack of understanding 

leads to much vacillation on the topic. 

Davening is often overlooked as some-

thing almost mundane or tedious mainly 

because genuine appreciation of it is not 

always experienced.  

      The purpose of ñFoundations of 

Prayerò is to enlighten students on how 

they can better connect to their prayers 

and how to better understand what they 

are saying.  The class topics range from 

literal translations of specific prayers, 

such as ñShemoneh Esrei,ò to more deep 

and introspective discussions on tefillah.  

My personal ñFoundations of Prayerò 

class not only looks at the pure words 

we say everyday, but also allows stu-

dents to express themselves on how they 

each feel about davening.  In my class, 

there are very varied views on davening.  

Some feel a spiritual connection, while 

others donôt.  Those who donôt are free 

to express why they do not, and those 

who do are free to express why they do.  

The different opinions give everyone a 

flavor of something different, some dif-

ferent outlook on prayer.  As a person 

who already felt personally connected to 

davening, the challenges raised by my 

classmates have made me think about 

davening in a different way, sometimes 

for the better, sometimes for the worse.  

While this has been difficult for me at 

times, I believe that the expansion of 

knowledge on a topic can only help us 

formulate who we are as people, and I 

hope that I will find a deeper connection 

in time. 

      This kind of channeled expression 

and reflection is extremely important in 

a high school atmosphere.  Especially as 

we progress through the different stages 

of life that high school manifests, it is 

very important for us teenagers to be-

come subject to different experiences 

that allow us to formulate exactly who 

we are.  What better way to do that 

than in a formal classroom setting 

where oneôs voice will be heard and 

explored by fellow students in the 

same position? It is for this reason that 

the class is so appropriate.  Itôs defi-

nitely a new opportunity for students 

to do some ñsoul-searchingò on their 

connection to Judaism. 

      While other religions also have 

forms of prayer, davening is some-

thing that is universally accepted by 

all Jews.  However, since davening is 

something that teenagers, including 

myself, and even adults, may have 

trouble connecting to, I commend 

Kushner for offering a class that en-

courages us to question and grow, and 

ultimately, hopefully, make our own 

connection to Judaism even stronger.  

I believe that the new ñFoundations of 

Prayerò class will help us gain a 

greater appreciation of what exactly 

we are living for and the faith by 

which we live our lives.  Itôs a great 

effort on Kushnerôs part to help the 

students grow, one that I think can and 

will be very effective. 

      The comprehension and apprecia-

tion of a relationship, especially one 

with God and Judaism, can only come 

from reflection and discussion on the 

matter.  It is for this reason that, espe-

cially for teenagers who are going 

through the stage when the develop-

ment  

Opinion 

The Secrets of Literature 
What weôre missing when we donôt read our required books 

by Michael Silverman 

      It was on Saturday, as I was com-

ing back upstairs to the lobby from the 

minyan, that something caught my 

eye.  It was not a pleasant sight.  Pic-

ture this: the book Eragon was out in 

the pouring rain being used as a door-

holder with the front cover thrown 

back looking as though it was about to 

be torn off.  It would seem like a horri-

ble thing to see, especially to those 

who enjoy reading.  No book should 

be handled this way, even if it lacks 

spiritual and educational value.  So 

what did I do when I saw this sight?  

To tell you the truth, I did nothing, and 

decided to leave the book to decay as 

it was in case the original owner 

would come looking for it.  This was a 

bad decision.  I, for one, believe that 

by handling books in this way- bend-

ing the cover of a book back, flipping 

the book upside-down so as to hold 

the spot instead of putting a bookmark 

inside, and just not taking proper care 

of a book causing it to become con-

stantly lostðis a sign of disrespect to 

the author, even if he or she is dead.  

      There are secrets to books and litera-

ture that make them very special.  Eve-

ryone knows what morals are.  Many 

times a moral lesson will be said in 

code.  With music, the key to finding the 

morals in a song is to listen to the lyrics.  

The same concept applies to literature.  I 

will tell you this: in most books in the 

world, whether they are Judaic or com-

mon books written for teenagers, you 

will find morals. 

      Morals can come in many forms.  

Often the moral of a story can be in-

stantly recognized.  For example, in the 

ñHardy Boysò mystery book series, the 

moral lesson of good triumphing over 

evil is apparent throughout the series.  

There is a saying: ñDonôt do the crime if 

you canôt pay the time.ò  This saying 

refers to the basic moral lesson of 

ñcrime doesnôt pay,ò a theme that reso-
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nates throughout the series.   

      There are some morals, however, 

that are more subtle, and you really have 

to sink into the pages to understand the 

message.  Sometimes the moral is hid-

den within seemingly insignificant 

thoughts or words of a character that 

grow more relevant as the plot pro-

gresses.   

     While there are some books that do 

not have any lessons in them to be 

learned, widely acclaimed works are all 

filled with morals and lessons. 

(Interestingly, in many of these books, 

children are the narrators and main char-

acters, perhaps because kids can find a 

much deeper meaning in their lifeôs 

events than adults can.)  

      It is important for people to under-

stand the messages and value in what 

they read.    Books really are not cate-

gorically boring.  There are many books 

out there written for teenagers that are 

very interesting, fraught with action, 

suspense, mystery, and all sorts of 

cool features.  Books really can be 

both fun and insightful, as they can 

dramatically affect the way in which 

we perceive the world around us.  In-

deed, reading and understanding can 

really bring us to a whole other level 

of enjoyment. 



 

Opinion 
New Moon 

Warning: If you plan on watching this movie, and do want to feel some aspect of pity and/or adulation towards Bella, do not 

read this article.  It contains spoilers and might cause you to suffer a severe case of disillusionment. 

by Eydt Dickstein 

      I must admit that when I saw New 

Moon I was disappointed.  Not be-

cause of the unimpressive plot -- that 

was expected -- but because of the 

extreme sentimentality and depression 

from which Bella suffers throughout 

the movie, which turned a potentially 

unique movie into a melodramatic, 

ridiculous love story. 

      This all-new addition to the Twi-

light series features a histrionic plot, a 

poor, lost damsel in distress, two fret-

ful parents, and two strapping knights 

in shining armor (or rather, glittery 

skin and fur).  Put them all together 

and you get NEW MOON, complete 

with a happily-ever-after ending. 

      Thankfully, New Moon is not 

nearly as misogynistic as its predeces-

sor, Twilight, whose female characters 

were predominately portrayed as emo-

tionally flat and weak. This time there 

are strong female characters on par 

with the men.  Alice, Edward Cullen's 

sister,  becomes a figure on whom her 

family and Bella can rely.  As the 

woman who understands both aspects of 

Edward and Bella's relationship, she 

relays messages between the two, able 

to explain the tangled thoughts and emo-

tions that neither of them can compre-

hend. Victoria, a malicious vampire, 

returns as well to play a larger part, vin-

dictively acting to avenge her dead 

mate, James.  Rosalie, Edward's other 

sister, also evolves, from an angry, hos-

tile character into a woman with bottled-

up bitterness who strongly regrets be-

coming a vampire.  While in Twilight 

she was little more than a moody char-

acter, in New Moon she becomes a 

deep, thoughtful woman who under-

stands the real consequences of be-

coming a vampire.  Rosalie is the only 

vampire who gives much thought to 

her transformation. To her, Bella's 

choice to become a vampire is ridicu-

lous, as she is losing almost every-

thing in life worth living for.   

      Bella herself is one of the few 

characters who remains flat, and in 

fact, becomes even more one-

dimensional than in Twilight.  Without 

Edward, she cannot eat, talk, or think, 

and merely sits silently in her room, 

mourning in lovesick grief.  Previ-

ously, she was merely love-struck and 

melodramatic, eagerly scoping her 

classmates.  Now she is a sullen, sulky 

teenager, prone to long lapses of si-

lence.  How in this stage she is still 

capable of attracting the attention of 

handsome boys such as Jacob is be-

yond me and, evidently, beyond the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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